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PROMETHEUS BOUND

THE CONTROL OF INTELLECTUALS IN THE COMMUNIST STATE

During the past five years the Politburo of the Communist Party
has extended its total control over every field of creative and
intellectual endeavor within the Soviet Union., The policies it has
defined and enforced in this regard will be applied, of course,
against any intellestuyls elsewhere who allow themselves to come
voluntarily under the Politburo's domination. ‘

A series of decrees issued by the Party Central Committee in
mid-1946. defined the role of the Soviet theater, literature, cinems
and music in ideologicel education. Partissnship was the keynote;
cultural sactivities were described as weapons of the working class,
Workers in the creative arts were denied gny interests or any tasks
other then the interests of the state. A complete isolation of Sovieb
artists from the outside world has consequently been imposed, and the
doom of creetive originality has been sealed in the Soviet Union by
these decrees and the ac¢ts through which they have been carried out.

No creative writer or artist, of whatever stature, can escape
the inexorable will of ‘the men who through these decrees have strait-
jackebted the artistic and intellectual production of the Soviet
Union, Every arbtist, every composer, every writer, every poet, by
these decrees has become a mouthpiece of Communist political ortho-
doxy. Devietion is excoriated. The artist and the man of letbers
has no defense, If he is found in error by the sscret and almighty
power of ‘the Politburo“s eultural censors, he is forced to recant,
to publish e "confession" couched in humiliating terms, and bo
promise abjectly that he will conform and err no more., The alterna-
tive is to starve, since the State and the Cominform, which is the
State, possess the power to seal off the eartist hermetically from
gvery outlet for his work or expression, as well as to make his
access to food supplies difficult. He cannot leave the country.
Voluntary exile is not permitted. These methods quickly bring the
non-conformist to time and frighten his friends awey from him. The
State is saved the trouble of imprisoning him, and the artist is
denied both the advantages or the consolations of publicity and
martyrdom. .

It is highly ironical, and it must ivnflict some pain upon the
artists and intellectuals affected -- among whom have been Shostako-
vich and the late Prokofieff, the satirist Zoshchenko, the novelist
Akhmatove -- to realize that smong the members of +the Politburo
vihich became the author of their cultural enslevement, there was bub
one man who could boast of eny acedemic training whatever. That was
A, Zhdanov, His formal educabtion consisted of the lyceum course and
helf-a~year at the Moscow Acedemy of Agriculture, but he was well
versed in Russian literature and had some prebtensions as an amebeur
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pianist. He once undesrtoock te give the pgreat compossr Muradeli
personel instruction in how to write music, presumably with
political content ~- nothing existed for Zhdenov without political
content. Muradeli was rebuked afterwerd for the "inedequecy of his
reaction."

A. Zhdanov, the oniy “intellectual" of the Poiitburs, disd in
1948 under medical trestment from one of the nine Jewish doctors
who recently have become famous and equally deceased. A. Zhdanov
wes succeeded in charge of the culture of the Soviet Uniom by
G, Malenkov, who gradusted from the "Higher Technical College of
Mogsow' i 1925 end hes a brain which resembles the vast party card
index on which he depends for auy creative inspirations he may
develop. :

The process of turning the arts inbo "militent weapons for dis-
seminating Commurist Party dostrine” began with the desree of the
Ail-Union Central Committee om August 14, 1946, discussing the liter-
ary Journals Zvezda end Leningrad, whish subsequently wms elaborated-
in & speech by Zhdanov. Tlogether with the several accompenying
resodubions on ildeology, the speech is regarded in the Soviet Union
todey ne the subhoritetive guide in the shaping of policy and
practice in ali culbtursl depariments.

Zhdanov gbressed that the work of Seviet artists must be sub-
ordinated to the policlies of the party by councentralbing on well-
delined subjent mebter vhich would show the Sovist Union and its
people oniy in & glovified light. "Literature must become the
Party." he seid, "The iiterary ceause must besome part of the .
general proleterien cause . . . . Leninism proceeds from the fact
that our litersturs camncot be poiitically indifferent, cannot bhe
*art for ert's sake.'® He established the criterion of intolerance
and nationalistic chouvinism that hes penstrated virtuelly all realms
of ereative activity in the Soviet Union. He censured writers in
Leningrad for having strayed into "non-politicel chammels, deprived
of ideology end principle"” and for hawving lost the "sense of responsi-
bility to their people, state and party.” He ended his speech on &
strong note of national self-glorificetion: " . . . we, whe represent
the new socialist order, the embodiment of all that is best in the
history of human civilization and culture, are all the more entitled
to oreate the most advanced literature in the world, which will leave
far behind the best models of cresbive genius of former times."

Consonant with these pronowncements, the party took stringent
measures to bring Soviet wribters into line and %o mainbein constant
surveliiance over them. The edibtors of Zvezda end Leningrad were
removed and publication of Leningrad wes stopped because they pub-
lished the works of two authors who were disapproved by the Central
Committee. The Leningred City Party Committee was censured for
having confirmed a new sditorial staff which included Zoshohenko,
one of the writers in question, and the newspaper Prawda was taken
o task for heving published, cue month before the decree was issusd,
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e favorable review of Zoshchenko's work. Zvezda was placed under
control with the appointment of g new editor who wes the deputy
chief of the party's propagends end agitation administration.

Zoshchenko and Akhmatove, the second writer concerned, were
among ‘the most prominent literary figures in the Soviet Union.
Akhmetove was denounced as a “"representetive of the ideologyless
reactionary swemp." Her crime was defined as follows: "She preaches
the theory of ‘art for art's sake,! of "beauty for beauby's sake.®
The subject matter of Akhmetove is individualistic to the core."
(Literary Gezette, September 21, 1946.)

‘ The perty interdicted the work of Akhmatove. Nothing bearing
her neme appeared on the pages of Soviet literary magezines until
four years later. In 1950, Ogonek published part of "Glory to
Peace", a cycle she had written. TIts title showed that at last she
had knuckled under to the party line. '

A similar fate overtook Zoshchenko, whose satirical writings
hed & large and devoted popular following in the USSR and ebroad as
well,

K. Simonov and A, Fadayev, two literary gients who were
products wholly of the Soviet era, became the targets of the party's
criticism in late 1947. Their experience showed that even writings
which once had met with party approvel were not safe from attacks
besed on subsequent unexplained and unpredictable chenges in party
doctrine, Fadeyev's Young Guerd and Simonov's Smoke of the Father-
land, for example, both receiveq great acclaim in the party press.
Fadeyev's Young Guard wes awarded a Stalin prize in 1946, Pravde
commended Fadeyev Tor presenting a "whole gallery of true herces of
our times whose characters prove . . . the triumph of the Commumist
system of education, the greatness snd firmmess of the new social
order." Then,in 1947, the author suddenly wes accused of having
failed. to recognize the leading role of the Commmist perty in organ-
izing wartime sabotage activities ageinst the enemy}

Simonov's novel, Smoke of the Fatherlend, wes praised in June
1947, while still incomplete, at & meeting of the Administration of
the Union of Soviet Writers, the most important literary group in
the USSR. The next November, Culture and Life censored the novel
for failing to fulfil its purpose -- a deseription of "Soviet
petriotism." In June it had been said that the writer "showed
clearly the advantages of our Soviet order over capitalist society."
Less than six months later, the party declared the novel defective
because its hero was a "passive" observer who failed to supplement
his expression of love for the Soviet Fatherland with positive
action,

Both Simonov end Fedayev submissively took the only course of.
redemption open to writers of the Communist Party whose well-meant
interpretations of the Party line fail, by some unheppy charce, to
suit the dey's mood of ‘the Politburo. They ignominiously admitted
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their shortcomings in public statements and acknowledged the
correctness of party criticism, Both meu probably hed invested
at least two years of their time and their sincerest creative
effort in the work of producing these novels, They had enjoyed
for one brief moment the spiritual rewsrd which comes to the
artist whose work is well accepbed, and then had been dashed into
the despair of failure pt the whim of the perty overlords. ’
Perheps their work was too good. Who knows how great & part the
Jjealousy or the envy of some petty bureamcret, who nurses a secret
literary aspiration he knows he never can fulfil, plays in these
"political" judgments of creative production?

The impact on literature of the vagaries of the party line
we.s shown enew in Jenuery, 1950, when "For the Power of the Soviets”
by V. Katayev, ancther Soviet literary figure of prcminence, was
rhepsodically praised in Pravda and then within a week coademned
in the same newspaper. (Pravds, Jenusry 16, 1950) The chief com-
plaint against Keteyev's book, which hig critics finelly sebtled
upon, wes failure to draw the character of his hero in terms
befitting "a Soviet men of the new order.” It was not proper for
& respected leader, a party worker, to be cglled by a niscknams!

Katayev, like Akhmetova, Simonov, and Padayer before him,
swellowed his pride emnd forswore the divine gift of his indivi-
dualism. Presumebly it was his only mesns of survival, either as
men or artist, The following miserable reecentetion appeared in
Pravda over his nsme on January 24, 1950:

"I agree with the just and principled criticism of
my new novel‘For the Power of the Soviets® given in the
article of M, Bubennov. I promise my readers thaet I
shall meke a fundamental revision of the novel. I con-
sider this a matter of honor as a writer."

Was he under the speil of the drugs whish induce false con-
fession, vhen he signed it? -~ no one ean kuow,

The Soviet writer today, bound by Party controls, is free
neither in the choice of his themes nor in the development of his
charasters., ALl is prescribed for him by the Politburo, which,
as her been seen, also reserves the right to change its signeis
without telliing him, both before and after he gets the work done,

It 1s the same .in the party’'s control over the theater.
Viriters have been pilioried and bullied and threetened into con-
formity; drama critics have been fired from their jobs and
expelled from the party because they critisized, on esthetic
grounds, plays which were ideclogically acceptable,

It is the same with motion picture production. Before Verld
Wer II, the Soviet Union produced 40 to 45 fuli-length feature
films esch year. During the war, produstion was held at 20 to 25
per year; the Soviet Union cleims a capecilty at present for the
production of 300-400 films yearly, yet the number released in
1950 wes eleven, the number set for 1951 was 26, The intellech
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The official Politburo attitude towerd music is the seme,
too.. It is explained in the Large Soviet Encyclopedia, published
in 1948. In its pages one mekes the remarkeble discoveries that
(1) music is subject to the general laws of art, and hence to
Merxist-Leninist esthetic principle and to party control; (2)
music always reflects class ideologys end, (3) the music policy
of the Soviet Union is determined by the party and Stalin, end is
"mugic for the masses." ‘

The campeign to assert party power over the Soviet composers
and make them produce political music whether they would or no,
opened with the well-known attack on Dmitri Shostakovich in
October, 1946, when it was found thet the Ninth Symphony showed a
"lack of warm, ideological comviction." After that, both
Shostakovich end Prokofieff found it advisable to refuse invita-
tions to visit the United States, where they long since had won
the affection and admiration of hosts of music lovers who appreciate
the greatness of their talent and their art.,

In another month another party decree wes issued, containing a
sweeping denunciation of contemporary Soviet composers, musical
ceriticism, musicel training, the govermmental Committee on Art
Affairs, and the Organizationsl Committes of the Soviet Composers
Union. Shostakovich, Prokofieff, Khachsturian, V. M, Shebalin,

G, Popov, V. Muradeli, and N. Myaskovski were censured, and the
Central Committee's Propeganda end Agitation Administration and the
Council of Minister's Committee on Art Affairs were called upon to
"liquidate" the shortcomings in the Soviet musical world. According
to the decree, the music of these composers "reeked of contemporary
modernistic bourgeois music of Europe and America, which reflects
the miasmas of bourgeois culturs.® '

Within e few weeks, the persons named in the decree were
removed from their positions. Their music disappeared from stores
end was "out" at libraries., By 1948, Shostekovich gave in and
recanted his alleged errors. His "confession" read: "I know that
the party is right, thet the party wishes me well, end that I must
search for and find creative paths which lead me to Soviet realigh-
ic popular art. .It is impossible for me not to search for such new
paths, because I am a Soviet artist brought up under the Soviet
regime; I must and I went to find paths to the heart of the Soviet
people.” It is hard to believe that these puerile, copy-book
phrases can be Shostekovich's own words., Although he may regard
himself as a voice of the proletarisn masses, hé is & mature msn
and sn educated one. It seems gquite wmatural, quite unconvincing,
to have him write a "confession" in the language of the second grade
of common school. It is hard to dodge the conclusion thet he signed
a statement dictated or written by some hack employed for the
purpose on the Politburo's staff. Ome can only imaginé the pressures
brought upon him to force him to do 8o,
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As for Prokofieff, he became the favorite whipping boy of the
Politburo music critics, He was the only ome of the criticized
composers who was not a produst of the Soviet regime. He left the
USER during the Revolution and returned in 1933 to become & "Soviet
composer.” In February, 1948, he wrote:

"It is hard for me to reslize that I was among those
who express & formelistic trend. I understand thet this
decision will provide a resolute turning point in Soviet
musicel art. I am now wrking on a new opera, The Tale of
6 Real Man, It is dedicated to a heroic Soviet pilot. 1Inm
this opera . , . I shall draw upon our folk melodies."

The new opera was also attacked. The Soviet critics said it
showed that Prokofieff had "mot learned amything." On December 30,
1948, Prokofieff, ill at home, issued another confession saying he
was sorry that "bourgeois formalism" hed not been eliminated from
his art, :

The meeting of ‘the Union of Soviet Composers, which took place
December 21-27, 1948, showed the effect of the purge which followed
the decree. New composers appeared, most of them little known even
to the Soviet people. Many new compositions bore such titles as
The Flag Above the Village Soviet, Centata About the Fetherland, a
Song About Stalin, ¥o € Newspaper Soviet Art complained oxn
February 5, 1949, that "compositions are 5L 1T Tecking in our reper-
toire which reveel a full-scale image of the great Lenin and Stalin.”
The persecution of the music oritics and the composers was still to .
go on.

Prokofieff died March 8, 1953, at his country home near Moscow.
He was sixty-one. He had come to some nominal adjustment between the
terms of his art and the Politburo's ideas of how music should be
composed, but his last years had been full of tragedy end unpleasent-
ness, if not of terror. Some ides of how difficult he must have
found it to endure the interference of the carping commissars whom
Zhdsnov end Malenkov set to watch over the production of his art,
cen be imagined by anyone who reads his life story: "He was ome of
the born music-mekers whose problem it wes to prune the luxuriance
of his invention end imegination rether than stimulate it." Above
all things, moreover, he sought to produce music thet was intimately
and solely his omn. TVWhen he was eleven, he brought the score of s
symphony to Teaneiev, who said, "Pretty good, my boy. You are master-
ing the form rapidly. Of course, you have to develop more interesting
harmony. Most of this is tonic, dominant and sub-dominant, but that
will come." Prokofieff has told how this distressed him. "I could
not endure the thought", he said, "of producing only what others had
produced. And so I sbarted out, very earnestly, not to imitete bub
to find & wey of my own. It was very hard, end my courapge was
severely put to the test in the following years. I destroyed reams
of music, much of which sounded well, vhensver I realized that it was
only an echo of someone else.,"
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If he objected so much in his youth to imitation, what must the

cost to his spirit have been, in his mature years, to be ordered to
make music which was only the esho of A, Zhdanov!

Now Prokofieff has died, at sixty-one, when "had life and
freedom been further vouchsafed him, he would have multiplied his
great production, without doubt in ways that would further have opened
new vistas of music and music-dreme of the fubure, How far did he
succeed in his restless explorations, his endless experiments (some-
times quite med ones), the indubiteble mesterpieces that resulted
from his magnificent reseerch?” How much, likewise, of this great
gift has been denied the world because of the galling and senseless
restrainbs imposed upon him by the fearful, frustrated, and envious
men of the Communist Party's Politburo? Would death have overtaken
him so soon if his 1ife had been less troubled by them? And vhat
will become of the genius of Shosbakovich?

These ars questions which must give pe.use, and e long one, to
every artist and to every intellectusl who still enjoys the right te
work in his own way and his own idiom in the world that is still free.

- 7 -
Approved For Release 1999/08/24 : CIA-RDP78-02771R000500500004-5



Approved For Releasg: 199810 824rCIARRR7:02774R000500500004-5

1. The intellectuals of Letin America are fed up with the false-
ness of the Communist pemce appeal. Most of them know beyond the
shedow of a doubt that the so-called congresses of culture are
nothing other then fronts which Pablo Neruda and Jorge Amado are
trying to promote in order to shore up the tottering structure of
the so-called Peace Movement end thereby keep their own jobs with
the Cominform. Besides that, the diseriminating intelligentsia
are getting bored with the kind of art thet Communism inspires.
Tt is a tragedy to see the talent of Pablo Nerude turned to the
doggerel verse of Communist idsologys ‘the noble prose of Jorge
Amado invested in the copy-book themes which the Cominform allows
to its captive writers.

Tn la Paz last November (1952) the sponsors of the so-called
First National Bolivian Pro-Peace Congress tried using the name of
Pablo Neruds &s honorary president, for & come-on to attract support.
Two hundred people went to the first meebing; vhen they saw what wes
going on in the neme of poetry end culture, all the interested public
steyed away -~ the attendance at the second session dropped to
seventy-three, consisting of official delegates only. The delegates
themselves begen fading out after that, and at the third session
only forty-five showed up. Then everybody went home.

2. It is ridiculous for snyone to believe thet the Communist
chiefs are interested in intermational cultural exchenge. They
went to get intellectuals together end make them listen to Communist
idees, but they don't went any Communists te hear anybody else's
ideas, They are, in fact, in deedly terror of having any ideas
vhetever, except their own, get imto the USSR, They hate inter-
netionalism., This wes shown in the campaign to subjugate the
Soviet musicians to the Politburo, The two composers most bitterly
attacked were the two who were most popular abroad and who knew
more then any others sbout people end ideas inm -the outside world,
i,e,, Shostakovich and Prokofieff.

3. Is Gabriels MISTRAL & Communist? We do not believe so. She

is en intelligent women as well as & great poet and an admirable
diplometic representative of her country. Her success has been
achieved under & system of freedom where the liberal, the progress-
ive and the creative thinker has e chance. We believe that Gabrielea
Mistral understands and values these things, We do not believe that
she would willingly exchenge them for thought control under the
Communist Politburo, We think that she has been misled and betrayed
by her trusted friend Pablo Nerude, like so meny other sincere and
well-mesning intellectuals who have trusted him throughout Latin
Americe. Her name has been used &8 en honorary official of the
Chilean Pro-Peace Movement. TWe believe that the purpose of the
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movement either was presented to her falsely and deceptively, or that
her name was used without her permission. It would not be the first
time, This inexcusable liberty has been teken with the names of many
other intellectuals in Latin America by the sponsors of the Peace
Movement.

4. lMartin Iuis Guzman, publisher of the influential news weekly
Tiempo of Mexico, Mexican Ambassador to ‘the United Nations, drew out
of The Peace Movement as soon as he found out the truth about its
ulterior subversive purposes. His letter of resignation was e blow
to the Communist sponsors of the Pemce Movement in his country. He
explained that his original doubts concerming the committes had
become certaintles, that he was convinced that the peace campaign
was not dedicated to conciliation or rapprochement but was concermed
with unileteral proposals practically identical with those which
would be advanced by ‘the USSR, SDD 435 Mexico 13 August 1951 Confi-
dential, '

5. Lic. Alfonso Reyes, perhaps the most respected writer and
humenist of Mexico, former diplomat and in 1950 President of the
Colegio de Mexico, likewise has seen the truth of the spurious
Communist peace and cultural movement. He declined to attend a

Peace Committee meeting in Mexico, in 1950 -~ in any case, those who
were present know that he was not there -~ but the Communists used
his good name enywny, and announced in the press that he would attend
and introduce Pablo Neruda,

6. The case of Jose Revueltes, the Mexican novelist, illustrates
in our own hemisphere, very close to home indeed, how an honest and
talented wriber can become the captive of Communism end then be
devoured by its intransigent demand for the surrender of every
vestige of intellectual independence of their own partisans.
Revueltas was excoriated and ignominiously expelled from the Party
because he wrote a novel which was not blind to the defects of
Communism,

7. The late Dr, Gounzalez Martinez, who was perhaps Mexico's best
poet as well as a physician of distinction, also realized how the
Commnlsts had abused his good will, He wes growing old, getting
into his eighties, and he did not care to reise strife by protesting
the misuse that had been made of his name, bubt he told his friends,
and the word went around in the community of intellectuals.

8. Very few intellectuals ever will belong to the ages if they
belong to the Xremlin first. Communism is & servitude, not a libera-
tion, of the artistic spirit.
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9. Vhat hes happened to the art of Jorge Amado since he became &
Cormunist? A writer of great talent and established prestige, he
wms & good catch for the Commmist propaganda masters to use in
their world plans. Now that they heve him, of course, they have
suppressed his crestive freedom and made him into a courier and
errand boy. When they allow him time to write these days, he
turns out confused, involved, and ill-consbructed stories. If
once he wrote poetry, he now composes political doggerel. His
"Song of the Soviet Land”, in which he attempts to give inspired
utterance to a pledge of support from Letin Americe, turns out to
be a series of propaganda statements couched in blank verse of a
very low order =- too low, indeed, to be worthy of the lofty promise
of Jorge Amado's early creative career:

"Hope of the world, certitude of mankind,
Not with our hands
Shell your bountiful borders be violated.
Nor from our bases shell assessins
Teke off to bomb your cities.
Not with our riches shall this wer
Be weged against you. o
We shall fight for the right to live as
we choose.
To you we exbtend our hend, and together,
With you as our guide, we shall march into
the future.” = (The Crossroads, Communist
dm%r—rr‘—, ombey , 4 April
1952

Apart from the obviously ludicrous idea that enyone who fights
for the Russian Cominform will have the right tc live as he chooses,
especially a creative writer, the only other thing to be sald about
this ode 1s that eny political heck could do as well by writing &
prose declaration in keeping with party policy, and then chopping it
up into short and long lines so &s to make it look like verse.

10. Wy is Pablo Nerude a Communist? DPeople join & cause like they
do a church, for the benefit they think it will bring them. We think
that Pablo Neruds, like Diego Rivera, the Mexican artist, is a Com-
mmist meinly because it is a means of attracting attention and
publicity to himself. Certainly, that is what he seems to want more
then anything else in life.

11, Voluntary exile is not permitted in the USSR. If artists and
writers do not like the dictation the Politburo imposes on their art,
they have only two alternatives: submit or sterve., They cannot leave
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the country., Hscepe is impossible, Families pay the penalty if
one goes end leaves without them., If Neruda had indulged in vio-
lent criticism of the government of . the USSR in such & way as he
attacked the government of his own country, he could not have gone
away end avoided the reckoning, Like all Communist dupes, he mekes
use of his country's freedom to his own convenience at the very
time he works *to destroy it by implanting Commmist dictetorship.

12, Vhat has happened to the art of Pablo Neruda? The friends of
Pablo Netuda, the public, who have loved his poetry and venerated
him as an honor to the nation because of his great talent, these
people desire and they have & right to lmow whet has happened to
Pablo Neruda's arte .

Little seems to have come from his pen in recent years, There
is the monumental "Stalingrad", which has some sonorous measures,
but gives joy to very few people, There have been some pamphlets
and some bits of doggerel verse on Party propagande lines, What
will there be in the future? Has Neruda's power been eclipsed?
Has Pablo Neruda exchanged the. integrity of his art for a dish of
Zhdencv borscht?

13, Diario de Hanene of Guatemela, on November 24, 1949, published
an editorial lavishing preise on the Chileen poet, "No one would
dare" it said, "to dispute the preeminent position of the great
Chilean poet Neruda in relation to the intellectual movements of
Americe and the politicel repercussions of his ectivities as a writer
and leader at the service of the masses of his suffering country to
the south," (n.the same page was & fullsome little poem by someone
nemed Luis Aragon calling Nerude "The Linnet of Chile,"

A good meny people, since 1949, névertheless have dared teo
chellenge Neruda's preeminence both in the field of writing and of
politics, The most deadly criticism cean be seen in the lack of
response he is encountering in his feverish travel from country to
country as he vainly tries to vhip up e large following for the Come
munist "pesce" end "cultural" movements. Pable Nerude's real value
to the Communist movement itself lies in his reputation as e poet.
The decline of that reputation must worry him. Apparently it does,
and as a consequence he tries to obtain publicity for other reasons.
The build-up for his return to Chile was obviously quite celculated.
He hoped, it would seem, or at least expected, to be arrested the
moment he set foot inside the country, after his four years' absence
under cherges of celumniating the former President, Gonzelez Videla,
His wife had & suit for bigamy against him, toc, But nothing has
happened, From the point of view of the Govermment, his return hes
scarcely seemed importent emough to notice. IHis wife appears satis«
fied to let well emough alone, No martyrdom! Vhat a diseappointment

w]lle
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for Pablo Nerudal TFor the Cominform masters, too, If he doesn't
menage to do something to resuscitate his declining popularity,
the Communists won't find him interesting, either, any more,

14, The repudiations of the misnamed "peace" movement are very
numerous among intellectuals in ell the Latin American countries,
Devid Vela, the editor of El Imparcial of Guatemals City, hed the
courage and self-respect to come out very plainly sbout it when his
name was used by the promoters of the movement without his authori--
zation, In an open letter published in E1 ImEarciaI on February 3,
1980, he disavowed his listing on the "welcome Neruda" committee
that was orgenized there as a trap to get writers and artists and
patrons of lebbters into the "pesce" movement without their kmowing
it, David Vela declared that he had received no advance notice of
the meeting and no subsequent notice that he had been named a member
of the welcoming committee, The same thing has happened to many
other prominent intellectuels, in various counbtries, msny of whom
would 1ikeé to follow Velal's example and denounce the presumption,
but hold back beceause they do not went to make themselves conspicuous
or engage in controversy.

15, Eleazar de Carvalho, the Director of the Brazilian Symphony
Orchestra, wrote the following letter regarding the Continental
Cultural Congress scheduled to be held in Santiago, and sent it
to the Chief of Police and to others, so that the public would
know his plain position regarding this fraudulent imposition on
Americen intellectuals:

Rio de Jeneiro
July 14, 1942

Gen. Cyro Riopardense de Rezende, .
Chief of Police of the Federal District

Deear General:

I am writing you this letter to inform you of the
following:

I have been sought by an artist who asked me to sign
my name in en adhering list to the Continentel Congress of
Culture, and after hearing from him the strict artistic
and cultural designs of the Congress, I could not prevent
my pubting my signature in the referred list, in view of
the artistic plans exposed to me, Afterwards, though, it
ceme ‘to my knowledge the political purposes of that Congress
of which I was completely ignorent.

alZe.
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That is the reason why I wish to let you know that I
em an arbist, & fact of which the public is well aware, not
earning eny outside income but that of my profession and
completely epart from political questioms, with which I am
not associated, neither at the present nor in the past,
Therefore, I wish to declare ennuled the referred signature,
intending not only to be absent, but also to deny my con=-
currence to the Congress in view of its political designs
as mentioned,

I hope you teke into consideration what I stated and
use it for vhatever it stands, to prevent the possible
exploitation of that signature by members gonnected with
6 certain political orgenization for the goal they have in
mind,

I thenk you very much for your attention, and remain,

Yours very truly,

(signed) Maestro Eleazar de Carvelho
Diretor Artistice da Orquestra Sin-
fonice Brasileira

16, How the Communist sponsors of the so=called "Peace" Movement
took adveantage of honest intellectuals in Brazil:

They selected their list of distinguished persons and asked
them the following set of simple questions, Almost any unsuspecting
men or women would give an affirmative reply. When they had that, the
Communists then claimed thet those who said yes were adherents of the
Communist Peace Movement, snd used their names without further authoria
zation., Here are the questions:

1, Do you consider it possible to solve international problems
by negotiation and without recourse to the use of force?

2. Do you think that the people should directly express their
opinion on the problems of the maintenance of peace?

3. That would you think of a congress of all peoples of all
nations in which parliamentarians, public personalities, and repre-
sentatives of the various social and professional classes could debate
the problems of peace, with a view toward common understending?

b
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17, The seme kind of deceptive double~talk appears in the alleged
objectives of the proposed Continental Cultural Congress, As outlined
by the sponsors, who know very much better but don't mind lying to
their friends, the objectives ares "1) to stimulate the cultural
development of the Americen peoples.by adopting practical measures
tending to preserve the national characteristics of its cultures, &s
well as to foster scientific investigatiomny 2) to activate cultural
interchange between the countries of the Continent by eliminating the
obstecles which hinder the free circulation snd exchange of publice-
tions snd bookse o « &8 well as closer contact bebtween thinking meng
3) to defend professional ethics, the freedom of creation and opinion
and the interests of literary men in general."

This flimsy facade for the peace frount will delude no one but
the Communists end fellow btravelers themselves,

18, Flash! Pablo Picasso, whose Feace Doves have been flying in
and out of the cultural movement from its beginning, is the latest
vietim of the Party purge because he has created an "unorthodox"
portrait of Stalin. The judgment .of art creation is the exclusive
right of the Politburo.

nll@,n
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GENESIS OF THE CONTINENTAL4CULTUEAL CONGRESS

Plans for the Continental Cultural Congress have been slow in taking form
and slow in being implemented. The general framework of the Congress was prob-
ably inspired by the 1949 Vienna World Peace Congress, where great emphasis
was placed on cultural exchange; more specifically the Congress is an outgrowth
of the rump meeting of the 1952 Montevideo Continental Conference of Peace,
where a resolution was adopted in favor of holding "an American conference of
writers, artists and scientists. . . to discuss the possible development of
national cultures and inter-American cultural collaboration in relation to the
preservation of world peace." 1/

In the period between 1949 and 1952 Pablo Neruda appeared to be the chief
Latin American exponent of the cultural theme. At the Third World Festival of
Youth and Students for Peace he suggested a solidarity campaign in favor of
writers and intellectusls; in the World Peace Council publication Nerudes ad-
vanced the idea that it was necessary to envisage a World Congress of Writers;2/
and at the Berlin World Peace Council meeting, July, 1952, he announced that
a Writers' Conference would take place later in the year, probably referring
to the -prospsctive Santiago Conference, 3/

Following the return of Neruda and other Latin American literary figures--
particularly Nicolas Guillen (Cuba), and Jorge Amado (Brazil)-- from Soviet Bloc
. conferences, Communist cultural leaders staged demonstrations, receptions and.
parties to which they invited prominent non-Communist intellectuals and tried
commit them, though without much success, to support a forthcoming inter-
American Cultural Conference.

The first public mention of the Congress was made in El Mercurio, conser-
vative Santiago daily, on 13 July 1952, which reported the circulation in
various Latin American countries of a notice stating that a group of writers
and artists would convoke a "Cultural Congress" in Santiago, Chile, in October,
1952, The sponsors claimed that their purpose was to "unite in fraternal
debate writers, scientists, educators, moving picture figures, musicians, pro-
fessionals, and technical men with the object of studying the problems which
arise from the lamentable lack of cultursl interchange in Latin America®.
According to El Mercurio, the manifesto was signed by sixteen well-known per-
~ sons, among whom were: Erico Verissimo, Jorge de Lima, Jorge Amado, Luis Carloe
Prestes, Leonidas Barletta, Gergorio Bermann, all of whom the newspaper
classed as known militant Communists., Other signers, according to El Mercurio,
could not be called actual Communists but may be dupes or fellow travelers,
These men were: Baldomiro Sanin Cano, Benjamin Carrion, Martinez Estrada,

Jorge Zalamea, and Jorge Luis Borges. 4/

About the same time a letter from Maria Rosa Oliver, an Argentine Com-

munist writer and one of the organizers of the Congress, to a Cuban co-worker,

el
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“-t0ld of the preparations. She said that "a Brazilian man of letters, who
will inform you of the work and the spirit of our preliminary efforts for
this Conference, will arrive in Habana during the next few days. As you
will be able to see from the Call., . ., it is not a question of jJust
'another pro-peace Conference'! in disguise, as sometimid people feared when
they saw that some of us who worked for the American Pro-Peace Conference
(Montevideo, March 1952), are now organizing this Conference, The timid ones
do not realize how difficult it is in Latin America to separate the anguish
we have, because of the separation in which Latin American peoples live, from
the problems which are created for us by the !cold war’." Rio de Janeiro
was mentioned as the site for the Secretariat, 5/ but apparently the cultural
facade for the peace front was too transparent to delude any but committed
fellow travelers and the conference was denounced as Communist-—inspired .
by leading Brazilian intellectuals who had been listed as sponsors, 6/ Among
these was Eleazar de Carvalho, director of the Brazilien Symphony Orchestra,
who notified the Rio police that he had at first favored the conference, but
had withdrawn his support when he realized that it was merely a Communist
device for luring unsuspecting cultural leaders into the Communist trap. 7/

At least three dates have been set for the Congress: October 1952, late
January or early February 1953, and currently, 26 April to 2 May 1953. The
postponements are reportedly attributable to financial difficulties of the
organizing group, difficulties in securing passage for delegates al reason-
able rates,8/ and fear of suppression by the Chilean Government during
the election period, plus belief that the political climate would be more
favorable after Ibanez! inauguration., 9/

An important reason for setting back the date was to allow time for
the numercus likely delegates and organizers to return from the Vienna Congress.
It was hoped that Neruda would receive funds for the Congress while he was in
Europe, but there has been no indication that such financial assistance was

proffered, 9/

Plans and the agenda for the Congress have not been clearly set forth., As
in the case of former Latin American Communist conferences, preparationg for
this one have been rather hit-or-miss. The objectives, which have been ocutlined
in general terms, and which do not provide any solid working basis, ares

#1).to stimulate the cultural development of the American peoples by adopting
practical measures tending to preserve the natlonal characteristics of its
cultures, as well as to foster scientific investigation; 2) to activate cul-
tural interchange between the countries of the Continent by eliminating the
obstacles which hinder the free circulation and exchange of publications and
books. . . as well as closer contact between thinking men; 3) to defend pro=-
fessional ethics, the freedom of wreation and opinion and the interests of
literary men in genersl." 10/ This last aim, of course, is pure Communist
dialectics, designed to atiract ¢redulous non-Communists.

Not even the leadership of the Gongresé seems clearly defined. Neruda
has been both acclaimed end discredited as the organization director. According
to a recent report he has been relieved of all organizational tasks becsuse
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of his lack of responsibility and initiative. His name, however, will be

8layed up for prestige purposes. Cesar Godoy Urrutia, well-known Chilean
ommunist leader, is believed to be the behind-the-scenes organizer,

Enrique Bello Cruz, writer and director of the Communist line magazine Pro-

Arte, will act as nominal director and will be Godoy's chief aide, 11/

. Margarita Aguirre, Neruda'’s private secretary, appears to be acting as sec-

retary of the Congress. Jorge Amado and Volodia Teitelboim, both experienced

Communist leaders recently returned from Europe, seem to be acting in a

counseling capacity. Amado reportedly carried directives from Vienna to Santiago.

Invitations have been issued to individuals in twenty-two countries. Each
delegation is requested tobring a folklore exhibit, all of which will. be
consolidated into one large exhibit which will be displayed in Santiago during
the Congress and then will tour Latin America on a fund-raising campaign. No
mention has been made, however, of where in Santiago the exhibit will be
shown, but presumably the University of Santiasgo, the proposed site of the
Congress, will house the e xposition. 12/

A sericus setback to Neruda and other prominent leaders has been the
refusal of Eduardo Barrios, outstanding Chilean novelist, and his influential
Sociedad de Escritoreg to participate in the Congress. 12/ Neruda has exerted
svery effort to assure the presence of German Arciniegas, well-known Colombian
. wWriter, whose attendance is considered indispensable. 13/ It seems doubtful,
however, that Arcieniegas will respond to Neruda's persuasion.

In view of the numerous obstacles so far encountered and the lack of pre-
paration and cohesion among the organizing group it is doubtful that the Congreas,
if the Chilean Government permits it to meet, will be any more than a gathering
of already avowed Communists and fellow-travelers.

-3
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LATIN AMERICAN PARTICIPATION IN THE WORLD PEACE MOVEMENT

 In the early postwar period, many sincere, thoughtful Latin-
Americens, especially among the intellectuals, began seeking ways and
means by which the people of the world could live together more ami-
cably. Many of them viewed the early Communist-inspired peace meet-
ings aend the Partisans of Peace movement with considersble hope, and
expected that the declared aims would be seriously and objectively
considered. 4 gradual ewnreness on the part of these thinking people
thet the movement hed been used primarily for the promotion of Com-
munist ideology and dissemination of Communist propaganda, subse-
quently caused many to withdraw their support.

The progress of the movement in Latin Americe has been impeded
also by adverse politicel developments in various countries, by the
hostile attitude of certain governments because of the cbvious
Communigt domination of the movement; by lack of funds, end lack of
support from prominent non-Communist liberals. Attempts to hold
hemispheric peace conferences have been numerous but have met with
little success. After many postponements, the First American Conti-
nental Congress for Peace wes held in Mexico City, 5-10 September
1949, This Congress had its origin in the Breslau Congress of
Intellectuals held in August 1948. The aims of the Congress were
twofold: (1) to meintein the fiction that it wes a non-Commumist
movement motivated by humenitarian ideals and supported by out-
stending liberal, pacifist intellectuals of all nations; and (2)
to present the USSR as champion of world peace in contrast to the
aggressive, imperialistic nations of the West, }/

With few exceptions, the most comsistent Latin-American
participants in the peace offensive have been avowed Communists
or fellow-travelers. The planning and direction on & continental
basis for the first meeting appeared to be the responsibility of
Jusn Marinello, President of the Cuban Communist Party, and
VicenTe Lombardo Toledsno, head of the CTAL and Partido Popular
of Mexico, Prominent in assistence to these leaders was Roberto
Morene, member of the Cemtral Committee of the Brazilian Communist
Party end the Centrel Committee of the CTAL. This group issued
directives to the Communist parties and the Communist dominated CTAL
affiliates. Instructions were to form national committees composed
of representatives of labor, cultural, women's, and youth groups.
To advise and encourage orgenizetional preparations, Roberto Morensa
wee sent on tour of ten Lgtin-Americen countries. A wide publicity
campalgn wes initiated simulteneously in the Communist end leftist
press, to emphasize the non-political, humanitarian, ideslistic
aspects of the Congress.

The initially enthusiastic response resulted in formetion of
netional committees, some of which were provisional; participation
of Communist front orgenizations; and pledge of support from non-
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Communist individuals. But this trend was soon reversed, when the
Communist direction and purpose of the movement beceme evident to
the public end the governments. g/' Although the Mexican Government
did nothing to prevent the conference from meeting in Mexico City,
ex~President Lazaro Cardenas, who at first gave provisional accept-
ance to the invitetion to preside at the meetings, subsequently
declined., With the exception of the Argentine and Uruguayan neation-
al peace committees, comparable organizations of other countries

- throughout Latin-America beceme largely insctive. Because of these
reverses and lack of organizetionel preparation, it became necessary
in December 1948 Lo announce the first of at leest six postponements
of ‘the proposed congress. g/ '

Withdrawal of Lazaro Cardenas, and general failure to attract
prominent liberals to the movement, caused increasing diseppointment
end concern among lLatin-Americen Communists. Some felt that an all-
Communist congress would defeet 1ts purpose end might better be
canceled altogether.

The long period of inactivity ended in mid-summer 1949, By
July, moat Latin-American delegates to the European end New York
congresses were home again. Their return accounted, in part, for
reectivation of national peace committees in Panama, Venezuela,
Argentine, and Brezil, even though the 1ast two governments took
strong repressive measures against all "peace" orgenizational

sctivity. 4/

Great difficulties were encountered by the congress in obtein-
ing prominent non-Communist intellectuals to act as officers or
patrons. The Mexican physicist Sandoval Vallerts, for exemple, was
offered the presidency, but declined it end all other forms of
perticipation. He stated to a U.S., Embassy officer, that his refusal
wes based on knowledge of the true nature snd sponsorship of the
conference. He added that it was his belief +that Dr. Alfonso Caso .
had accepted the vice-presidency largely out of leyalbty to his

- brother-in-law, Lombardo Toledsno, and that Dr., Caso did not
realize the movement's political implicetions, Other prominent
Mexicans who refused to serve in organizational posts were Alfonso
"Reyes and Lic, Gilberto Loyo. 5/ Some liberal, though not
Communist intellectuals, less quick to perceive that the Communists
were exploiting them for propegande purposes, played an active role
in the movement in its initial stages. For exemple, Enrique Gonzalez
Martinez , & physicien by profession snd one of Mexico's greatest
contenporary poets who died in 1952, accepted the presidency of the
Continental Conference and of the Mexican affiliate of the Partisans
of Peace. Within a year, however, he expressed disillusionment to
his friend, Alfonso Reyes, and annoyance with the wey the Communists
were using him to their own advantege. §/
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The Congress opened on 5 September 1949 with an estimated attendance of
3,000 delegates and sympathizers, but without the presence of any important
political figures., The Czechoslovak and Polish Legations in Mexico accepted
an official invitation to send semi-official representatives to the Congress.

Luis Enrique Delano was Secretary General of the Congress and Enrique
Gonzalez Martinez wes President., Vice Presidents weres Limus Pauling (Ush),
W.E.B., Dubols (USA), Alfonso Caso (Mexico), Fermando Ortiz (Cuba), Arthur
Ramos (Brazil), Joaquin Garcia Monge (Costa Rica), Dr. H. R. Endicott (Caneda).

Though Communist spokesmen and press made great claims of sweeping
success for the pro-peace movement in Latin America, the accomplishments in
fact have fallen far short of the desired results., Pro-peace leaders have on
occasion privately confessed their discouragement with the movement. Pablo
Neruda, for exsmple, stated confidentially in 1950 that the campaign in Latin
America had been a complete failure., In his opinion, nothing concrete had
been accomplished by the movement except in Cuba; where the Communist Party
was numerically strong, and in Guatemals, where government support was afforded.7/

Attempts to convene the second American Continental Peace Conference in
1951 were more persistent and optimistic than successful, and it was not until
15 March, 1952, that a small, frustrated group met in Montevidec. Various sites
and dates had been set for the Conference, the first of which was Santiego
in November, 1951, 8/ Probably as the result of various factors-- the usual
lack of funds, lack of preparation and fear of repression because of national
elections that were scheduled for the seme month-- the site was changed to Rio
de Janeiro and the date to 28 January 1952, But permission to meet in Brazil
was denied and the sponsors then considered Montevideo,9/ Guatemala City,
and Quito. 9/ Guatemsla was not satisfactory, however, as 1t would bring
the congress under the patronage of a Communist-dominated government, thus
destroying the effectiveness of its attempted appeal to non-Communists. 10/
Montevideo was selected as the most suitable site and plans were made to hold
gessions 11-16 March, 1952. On 10 March, however, the Uruguayan Government
invoked an obscure, almost forgotten law of the 1930's by which it was
possible to prevent the conference from holding formal meetings in Uruguay.

Pro-peace leaders tried to salvage the situation by arranging for small
private meetings to be held simultaneously throughout the city. Not until
15 March were they able to hold a public meeting. 11/

Resolutions, which congress leaders claimed were adopted by unanimous
consent, but which were in reality dictated by the organizing committee, cen-
tered around the usual "peace" themes, and recommended convocation in 1952
of "an American conference of writers, artists, and scientists. . . to discuss
the possible development of national cultures and inter-American cultural
collaboration in relation to the preservation of world peace.® 13/

This last resolution was apparently & follow-up of the cultural exchange
recommendation of the November 1941 meeting of the World Peace Council, and
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doubtless originated the currently scheduled Santiago Cultural Congress.
Leaders of the Montevideo meeting were reportedly pessimistic about their
ability to hold such a conference, because of the unfavorable attitude of
Latin American governments, They felt that it would be more harmful to
have & conference misfire, as had the dismal Montevideo meeting, than not
. to hold a meeting at all. 14/ :

Confusion prevailed during the entire period gcheduled for the Confe-
rence, Several delegations who had arranged travel plans, did not know that
the Conference had been outlawed until after they arrived in Montevideo.

Other delegations, notably the Mexican and Cuban, had been refused visas

by the Uruguayan Consular suthorities. Hotel accommodations were in confusion.
The large Braziliah delegation was unable to find rooms and was forced to
stay with Uruguayen Communists.

Many delegates, angry thai the Conference had been banned, spent most
of their time enjoying themselves at the beaches during the torrid days
for which the Conference had been planned. Attempts to hold vrivate meetings
were handicapped by Montevideo police, who continuously requested known
delegates to report for checking of travel documents, During this turmoil,
the local pro-peace leaders never were able to ascertain exactly how many
delegates had finally arrived. The Communists claimed 279 delegates were
present, but a check of travel documents indicated that about one hundred
persons had arrived. 15/

Vise control, denounced by the Communists, was not a serious barrier,
because the delegates could travel to Brazil or Chile and proceed from those
countries without visas., Delegates from Argentina, Guatemals, Mexico, Cuba,
and Pansme were reported by the Communist press as unable to attend because
they were refused visas.But these people mey have been lukewarm anyway, or
unable to afford the trip.

Measured by geographical distribution of delegates, the ¥“continental
congress®™ was actually a rump meeting. Not only were the bulk of delegates
claimed from southern South America, but three-fifths of the claimed BEra-
zilian delegation apparently represented the border state of Rio Grande do

“@ml, A partial list of delegates, published efter the conference, included
none of the prominent names that the Communists have managed at one time or
another to associate with the peace front., About cne-third of the delegates
listed represented the cultural world-- ‘“writers, artists, musicians, educators--
end, in addition, there was minor representation of workers, lawyers, judges,
politicians, and journalists. 16/

Because the government had denied the peace front the prestige value of
public sessions, its breach of traditional Uruguayan civil llberties was
eriticized by influential non-Communist newspapers, and a congressional in-
terpellation was voted. Radio Moscow exploited the ban as "evidence™ that
"American rulers and their henchmen are afraid of the peace movement." 17/

—lym
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In addition to national and hemispheric peace activities, lLatin Americans,
in increasing numbers, are traveling to each of the international peace
conferences. About sixty delegates from Mexico, Cuba, Costa Rica, end all South
America, with the &ception of Bolivia, played their wvarious appointed roles,
together with 1700 other delegates, at the Warsaw Congress 16-22 November,
1950. They were rewarded with the allotment of twenty-four of the 22/ seats

- on the World Peace Council, which was established at that congress., Brazil's

"four million" signatures were recognized by election of the Brazilisn women's
front leader, Branca Fialho, to the Bureau of the World Peace Council; and

the Brazilian Palameme Borsari, reportedly in charge of peace activities in
Latin America, was confirmed as one of the Bureau's seven secretaries. Even
more telling recognition from the Latin American point of view was the award
of two out of a total of twelve internationel "peace" prizes and medals to
their area: one to the Brazilian artist, Candido Portinari, and another to
Pablo Neruda, the Chilean poet who had been serving Communism in Middle
America, Europe, and India. 18/

Letin American attendance in international peace confarences reached
numerical "highs® at the Peiping and Vienna conferences, but a survey of
lists of delegates does not indicate the acquisition of any prominent new
names.,

Concurrent with the increased activities of Latin Americens in the world
peace movement has been a proportionate increase in attention paid té Latin
Americans in international meetings and in statements made by noted world
peace figures, The success or failure of the Santiago Cultural Congress
probably will have an important affect upon the prestige of Latin American
peace organizations and the leaders connected with the World Peace Movement.

5
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. SMDARY

The Continental Cultural Congress is clearly linked to the
Communist World Peace Movement. Analysis of the record shows
that the appeai of this movement to Latin-American intellectuals
has steadily declined since 1949, as this target group has become
better informed on the Communist effort bo draw in non-political
and non-Communist intelléctualss and to use their nﬁmes for propa-

ganda advantage.

Preparatory work for the Chilean Congress has been slow and
discouraging for Pablo Nerude and the other orgenizers. The date
of the Congress has been postponed several times, and prospects

are not good for a large or brilliantly successful meeting.

The Conmunist Peace Movement and Communist propagenda appeals
heve, however, atbtracted & limited number of intellectuals %o,
their cause., Propagends themes and vulnerabilities, vhich mey be
exploited for the purpose of counteracting these appeals, have been
enelyzed in the light of the history of the Peace Movement effort
in Latin America., Supporting meterial, appearing as supplements
to this study, include a biographicel index end en enalysis of
Communist tectics employed et a typical intermational congress of

intellectusls.

SE
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The Problem

() To provide information on the genesis and beckground of
the Gon'éinental Cultural Congress, & phase of the Communist Peace
Movement, seheduled to meet in Santiago, Chile, 26 April - 2 May
19533 and (b) to presemt supporting material on the purpose sought,
and the tactics followed in meetings of this type in Latin America,
together with themes and information which mey be used as material

for counter propaganda.

Scope and Limitetions

This study is limited ‘to the deirelopment of the Communist Peacs
Movement, with specific reference to Latin America, and to the
propaganda appeal and the tectics likely to be used in the scheduled
Congress at Santiago. This isv not & definitive study, but & collect-
ion of swmarized background deta end working material for the

support of field operations and analyses.
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THE CONTINENTAL CULTURAL CONGRESS
AS AN INSTRUMENT OF COMMUNIST PEACE PROPAGANDA

The Continental Cultural Congress, to be held at Santiago, Chile,
26 April - 2 lMay 1953, though ostensibly independent from the intri-
cate intermational network of the Communist World Peace Movement, is
clearly linked with the so-called peace cempaign, the pivot of Commun-
ist propagenda activity. Behind a facade of culture, the Congress is
designed so as to atbract as meny non-Communists as possible - the
more prominent the better - and to promote current Soviet propaganda
‘themes .

If the Congress meets as scheduled on 26 April in Senbiago, a
large part of the proceedings will probably center about proposals
for cultural exchange eand for educational conferences, under the guise
of peace. The proceedings, and the number and nemes of persons parti-
oipating, will later be used to magnify the power of national Communist
parties and their assocleted pesce cormittees, Also, the attempt will
be to impress the peoples of each country with the strength of the
Communist movement everywhere, and of its appeal to non-Commumists.

A survey of the aims and operations of the World Peace Movement
clearly indicates that it is the major Soviet instrument for dissemi-
nating propagenda end for exerting political and other pressure.
Thus, for background informetion, & summary of the salient facts of
the history and activities of the movement follows, from its origin
in 1948 to the present time.

Background of the World Peace lMovement

At the World Congress of Intellectuals, which was held in Breslau,
Poland, 25-28 August 1948, & permenent Internetional Committee in
Defense of Peace was set up., This Committee, composed of twenty-one
members,(among whom were the Brazilian novelist, Jorge Amado, and the
Chilean poet, Pablo Neruda) was the parent orgenization of the World
Peace Movement., Paris was. selected as headquarters, and it was subse~
quently also chosen as headquarters of the International Committee of
the Partisens of Psace.

The purpose of ‘the permanent committee was to coordinate propa-
gande and all activities described as being aimed at the preservation
and promotion of world peace, and against "a handful of self-interest-
ed men in fmerica and Europe" seeking war.

In the movement's first historical phese, attention was concen-
trated on building bases for organization and propegenda by means of
a series of meetings, conventions and congresses in many countries.

The second phase, from early 1949 to the present, is & response
to heavy pressure from Moscow upon leaders of the movement for "con-
crete resulbs.'"*
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The governing bodies of the movement consist of a World Congress,
a World Peace Council and its Executive Board. The supreme body is
the World Peace Congress which apparently convenes as circumstences
permit, The Third World Peace Congress convenéd in Vierma, 5 December
1952,

The evidence published by the Soviet Governmment and by agencies
under its control, including the World Peace Council itself, indicates
that:

1. Work for the "peace cempaign" is the first priority of all
Communist egencies throughout the world:

"The struggle for a stable and lasting peace, for the
organisetion and consolidetion of the forces of peace against
the forces of war should now become the pivot of the entire
activity of the Communist Parties end democratic organisations."
(Cominform resolution of 29th November, 1949, still in force)

2. Its purpose is to strengthen the position of the Soviet Governw
ment. For instence, in a lecture on the World Pesce Council given &t
the Communist Party Centre in Budapest, it was stated that:

"the peace movement of invincible power has set itself the
aim to frustrate the aggressive plans of the American and
English Imperialists . . . Comrade Stalin is a military com-
mander of genius . . . The heroic Soviet Army is the most
powerful sentinel of peace."

B+ Its policy is directed b& e small Executive Bureau of 46
members, issulng resolutions which are always adopted unanimously by
the World Peace Council, some 300 strong.

4. The key members of the Execubive Bureau are also key members
of the other Commmist intermational organisations. Thus Joliot-
Curie, its Chairmen, is also President of the World Federation of
Seientific Workers; ome of its Vice-Chairmen is Eugenie Cotton,
President of the Women's International Demccratic Federation; while
the Buresu includes such figures as Louis Saillant, Secretary-General
of the World Federation of Trade Unions, Ehrenburg, the Soviet propa-
gandist, end Kuo Mo-jo, Vice-Premier of the Chinese Republic.

5. Below the World Peasce Council come & series of national peace
committees, composed largely of members of the Commumish Perty and
faithful supporters of Soviet policy. :

These committees have three main functions:

(a) To further the aims of Soviet policy under the guise of
"peace." _
. On every intermational issue the national committees
start from the basic assumption that Soviet policy is right,
and the national govermment is wrong.
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(b) To organise "peace committees” in towns, streets and
factories. In this comnection Louis Saillant said at the
Stockholm Conference (1950):

"One way to root the movement deep in the hearts
of the people is to organise committees for the defence
of peace at the place where men and women carry out
their daily work. . o o "

(¢) To organise, in conjunction with Communist Party
members, peace orgenisetions among scientists, artists,
musicians, teachers, and so on, ostensibly independent of
the World Peace Movement gnd designed to attract as many
non-Communists as possible. This had been issued as a
directive in the Cominform Journal as early as November 1949:

"Particular atbention should be devoted to bringing
together into the movement of the supporters of peace the
$rade unions, women's, youbth, co-operative, cultural and
educational, religious and other orgenisations, as well as
scientists, writers, journalists, workers in the cultural
field, parliamentary leaders who are in favour of peace
and against war."

The theme was further elaborated et the 1951 Berlin
session of the World Pease Council.,,

8. Such are the national networks, or "transmission-belts" to
use the Commnists® own terminology., But there are also functional
networks, working through the main Communist-domineted international
bodies, e.g. -

The World TFedersetion of Trade Unions;

The World Federation of Democratic Youth;

The Intermationel Union of Students; _

The Women's Internationel Democretic Federation;
The Intermetional Associetion of Democratic Lawyers;
The Intermational Organiseabtion of Journalists;

The World PFederation of Scientific Workers.

These bodies have to give full support to the peace movement, and
represent e useful alternative to the nationel networks for the
chaxnelling of the movemenit®s directives down to the various pro-
fessional and other groups in modern society,

_ 7. The political aims of this closely-knit movement cover the
Communist States asg well es the free world, and are consistent
throughout. In Russia and the Satellites it is an offiecial propa-
gande. agency designed to strengthen populer support for nationalist
or militent sims. '
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In the free world, the World Peace Movement is designed to
gupport the dey-to-day needs of Soviet policy and propegende; to
carry out a consistent policy of dividing and weakening the resist-
ance of the free world to Soviet aggression.

In the long term, it is designed to serve as a means of
inducing general support of Soviet policy as & whole, and as a
source of recrultment to Communism.

The theory and the practice of the World Peace Movement both
show that the basic menceuvre, nemely, ths exploitation of the love
of peace to serve politicael ends, depends for its success on the
ignorance snd credulity of the non-Communists that it seeks to
exploit. It igithis fact which has weakened the peace campaign to
the point of imeffectivensess.

Commmmist International Peace Tectics

The World Pesce Council met in Berlin in February 1951, Apart
from a nupber of political resolubions, its principal achievement was
to adopt (unesnimously) g series of resolutions about future strategy
and tactics handed down by its’ Executive Bureau., ©Since these are the
key to subsequent developments, they are here quoted rather fully:

(1) "The World Peace Council recommends all national com-
mittees to spread with greater ensergy and to popularise on &
broad scale the Address to the United Nations, which should
penetrate everywhere and should reach the conscience of every
men end women. The World Peace Council appeals to all to
display initiative in this question on & national and inter-

‘national scelse,

(2) "The World Pesce Council notes with satisfaction the
adoption of laws against war propegends in a number of count-
ries. It urges the national committees to take messures for
drafting Bills for defence of peace and against war propagenda
which should be submitted to the Parlisments of the different
countries. ‘

"National committees should inform public opinion
about this in order to obtain popular support for these
measures, '

(3) "It urges the national committees to mobilise public
opinion for exposing and boycotting all sorts of publications,
written statements, speeches, films, radio broadcasts, etc. '
containing eppeals for war.

"It recommends the national committees to carry on an
extensive educational campeign with the perticipation of
thousends of people of goodwlll who, in each cowmtry, will
tirelessly expose liss serving the preparation of war.
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"It instruets the Bureau to take measures for sebting
up an informetion bureau at the Secretariat, to issue object-
ive informetion and exact date exposing mendecious and dis-
torted reports aimed at keeping up war psychosis.

(4) "The World Peace Council notes with satisfaction that
the contact established in pursuence of the decisions of the
Second World Peace Congress with numerous asssociations end
collectives has made it possible to develop and expand sbtill
more ‘the movement for peacs.

"The Council adopts the following decision:

"1. To continue negotiations with the movement of
mondialists in different countries in order to ascertain
on vwhat questions agreement could be reached and joint
actions carried oub encouraging mutual partlclpatlon in
conferences and congresses.

"2, It is desirable to organise on parity lines the
meeting proposed to the Quakers on the basis of documents
and resolutions with the object of finding terms for joint
ections,

"3. It is important to aoquaint churches with the
resolubtions adopted at the present session of the Council
and to ask them to support these resolutions. On behalf

_ of the Bureau, the chairmen, Joliot-Curie, hes sent a
letter to the highest Church bodies informing them about
the resolutions of the Second World Peasce Congress on dis-
armement. Several of the replies received to the letter
are evidence of the interest aroused by this information.

"4, It is necessary to develop contact vith the move-
ments in favour of mneubrality existing in different
countries in order that they should actu&lly serve for the
preservation of peace.

"5, To f£ind ways for co-operation with the pacifist
movements and all other groupings in so far as this contact
and co-operation will serve the cause of peace.

(5) "The World Peace Council notes with satisfaction the
initiative and proposals concerning the organisation of inter-
national conferences which will emeble authoritative represen-
tatives of the public in different countries to exchange views
end to settle jointly some problems in the interests of world
peace. Such conferences will make it possible to attain new
contact and a further expansion of the movements of peeace
supporters,
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"In this respect the Peace Council:

"Instructs the Bureau to support the organisation of
regional conferences: (a) of countries of the Near East
and Northern Africa; (b). of the Scendinavien countries.

"Recormends the Secreteariat to examine the question of
organising such conferences: ~ for counbtries of Black
Africa, - for countries of worth Americe and Latin
Americe (tu.s conference cen be held in Mexico in August).

"The World Peace Council urges nationel committees of
the counbries concerned to apply the utmost efforts for the
greatest success of these conferences.

"The World Peace Council decides to convene in the
Soviet Union in the summer of 1951 an international economic
conference - of economists, technicians, industrialists,
business men end trade union leaders of all countries - for
restoring economic relations and raising the living standard
of the peoples., The conference agenda will consist of: (a)
possibilities for improving the living conditions of the
peoples in the middle of the 20th century provided peace is
preserved; (b) possibilities for improving economic relations
among countries,

"In pursuante of the decisions of the Second World
Peace Congress concerning cultural relations, the World Peace
Council instructs the Bureau to instruct the Secreteriat to
study and assist in holding international conferences to
discuss problems of the development of national culture and
international culbural co-operation provided peace is pre-
served; writers and artists, scientists, workers of the
cineme.. '
"To hold in 1951 a conference of writers and workers
in art. '

(8) "The World Peace Council decides to sét up at the Council
an intermetional cultural relations commission which will
meet periodically., It recommends the setting up without delay
at each national committee of a cultural relations commlssion,
which should promote trips, if possible mutual, with the
object of strengthening the cause of peace, as well as
exchanges of periodical publications and cultural exhibitions.

"It instructs the Bureau to study the question of establish-
ing a.cineme centre with the task of stimulating and co~ordinat-
ing the production and distribution of films in defence of
peace, expesing in every way possible the use of the cinema
for war propaganda.
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(7) "The Council recomménds the Secretariat to do every-
thing necessary in order that all peace-loving scientists
should propose the inclusion in the charters of the inter-
netional snd national scientific organisations of which they
are members of a demand that their scientific discoveries be
used solely for peaceful purposes.

(8) "The Council eppeals to ell national committees to pay
most serious attention to the collection of funds for a world
peace fund. The success of this campaign will be a new proof
of the devotion of the peoples to the cause of peace. This
will enable our movement to carry out its mission still more
effectively."

After meetings of the Executive Bureau of the World Peace
Council in Copenhagen (May 1951) and Helsinki (July 1951) from which
nothing new or notable emerged, the Council met on lst November 1951
(on the eve of the General Assembly of the United Netions), in
Vienna, under its Communist Chairmen, Frofessor Joliot-Curie. The
selient points of the resolubtions on organisation and tactics dealing
with "cultural relations" read as follows:

"In point 9 of its Address to- the United Nations, the Second
World Peace Congress indicated that promotion of cultural inter-
course between the nations creates favourable conditions for
mutual understanding.. o .

"The World Peace Council does not intend to replace the
orgaenisations, movements and asscoiations active in this field,
but it is always prepared to give them every possible help and
agsistance,

"The World Peace Council's International Commission for
Cultural Relations, the orgenisation of which was announced in
the Council's resclution of 25th February 1951, is fulfilling
its functions of orientation and co-ordination.

"The World Pesce Council has decided to launch immediately
two mein schemes for 1952: & holidays-for-peace movement, and
the celebration of important cultural enniversaries.

"By utilising the academic recess in the interests of peacs,
all netional committees can develop culbural exchanges on &
larger scale.

"The World Peace Council, in its resolution of 25th February
1951, emphasised the interest shown in internmational conferences

and meetings of cultural leaders of various countries on their
specific problems,
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"The World Peace Council records with satisfaction that this
idea has already made progress, and that inbteresting meetings
of physiciens, scientists, writers, artists, architects and
town planners, teschers, and cinems workers are being held.

"The World Peace Council holds that these meetings are of
cardinel importemce for the promotion of cultural relations and
must be encouraged by everyone who wishes to see closer under-
standing emong the peoples. !

"In order to promote cultural exchange, the World Peace Council
has decided to organise in several capitals in 1952 international
exhibitions of popular art, documentary exhibitions on rehabilite-
tion and reconstruction, .exhibitions of books for children and
children's drawings.

"Lastly the Council invites the national cormittees to promote'
the exchange of bibliographical, literary and scientific publi-
cations."

An importent new technique has developed in the peace movement,
the "initiating committee.” This was employed in organising the Moscow
Economic Conference, to conceal its origins in the peace movement;
although once the conference was over, the peace movement again claimed
credit for it. Just as the peace movement was organised by the Soviet
Government to serve as & btransmission belt, in the classic style pre-
scribed by Lenin, between Communist policy and non-Communist world
opinion, so the World Peace Movement, having itself become progressive-
ly discredited and exposed as an instrument of Soviet policy, began to
feel the need to create its own cover, so that new instruments had to
be fashioned to carry out its besic policy in another guise. Hence
also wes the interest in culbural and educational affairs prescribed
by the directive issued through the Cominform to the peace campaign
in November 1949.

It is to be expected, therefore, that movements, organisations
and agitations will spring up on & local basis, apparently unrelated
to each other, ostensibly dedicated to the cause of pesce as an end in
itself but, in fect, pleying a positive role in the development of the
Soviet peace campaign. To conform to standard Commumnist tactics such
movements should be composed of & Communist or pesace movement nucleus
surrounded by a number of persons, the more prominent the better,
disinterested in politics and unaware of the role they are playing in
Soviet political warfars.

Chronology of Peace Meebings

August 1948 - World Congress of Intellectuals - Breslauw, Polend -
elected & Committee to Defend the Peace, adopted a progrem to set up
netional branches and organize international "peace" meetings.
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Merch 1949 - Scientific and Cultural Conference for World Psace -
New J0TK. .

20-25 April 1949 - World Comgress of Partisans of Peace (1lst World
Peace Congress) - Paris - concurrent meeting in Pregue.

15-19 March 1950 - World Peace Committee of Peace Partisans Confer-
enice - (also called Bureau) Stockholm - from which emenated the
Stockholm Appeal ageinst atomic weapons.

June 1950 - World Pesce Committee meetbing in London,

16-18 August - World Peace Committee meeting in Praguse.

3-5 and 15-18 Uctober 1950 - "Preparatory Committee for 2nd World
Teece Congress' (including most of World Peace Committee) met again
in Prague.

16-22 November 1950 - 2nd World Congress of the Defenders of Peace,
Warsaw {scheduled for Sheffield, England, but changed due to entry
refusals). This 2nd World Peace Congress replaced the Torld Peace
Conmittee by a greatly augmented World Peace Council.

10-11 January 1951 - World Peace Council Executive Committee -
Geneva, switzerland, alsoc called Bureau of WPC,

21-26 February 1951 - Full Conference of the World Peace Council -
Berlin, initiated signature cempaign for & power peace pact.

5-7 May 1951 - Execubive Committee of World Peace Council -
Copenhagen, Denmark.

20-23 July 1951 - Executive Committee of the World Peace Council -
Helsinki, Finland,

1-5 Novembér 1951 - Plenary meeting of the World Peace Coumcil -
VYiemna, Austria.

29 March - 1 April 1952 - Executive Committee of World Peace
Council =~ Oslo, Norway.

1-6 July 1952 - Special session of World Peace Council in Soviet’
Sector of Berlin. ’

2-13 October 1952 - Asiatic Pacific Ares Peace Conference, Peiping.

5 December 1952 - Third World Peace Congress, Viemna.
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